Osteoblastoma: experience with 23 patients.
A retrospective review of 23 patients with osteoblastoma was undertaken in an attempt to answer questions concerning the aggressiveness and potential malignancy of this tumour. Demographic information confirmed that recorded in the literature. There was no suggestion of malignant potential, but, significantly, one tumour persisted, with local recurrence after 11 operations over a period of 27 years. A second tumour, a spinal lesion, occurred (still in a benign form) after a symptom-free period of 17 years. Recognition of aggressive features clinically, radiologically and histologically suggests the need for more aggressive surgical treatment, and late recurrence indicates the need for a more guarded prognosis and longer follow-up.